
 
 

 
 
 

Important Updates from SWDEAC – April 2026 
  

 
(1) National Day of Mourning – April 28, 2026 

 
The National Day of Mourning is not only a day to remember and honour those lives lost or injured due 
to a workplace tragedy, but also a day to collectively renew our commitment to improve health and 
safety in the workplace and prevent further injuries, illnesses and deaths. 
 
Canadian flags on Parliament Hill and at Queen's Park fly at half-mast on April 28th. The day is 
traditionally marked in many ways including holding public ceremonies, wearing black and yellow 
ribbons, lighting candles, observing a moment of silence at 11:00 a.m. and sharing stories about how 
workplace tragedies have touched peoples' lives. 
 

 
  

 
 

(2)  Call for Nominations for CAUT Sarah Shorten Award  
 



CAUT is soliciting nominations for the Sarah Shorten Award. The award was established in 1990 in 
honour of Sarah Shorten, who served as Vice-President (1982–83) and two terms as President of CAUT 
(1983–84 & 1984–85), to recognize outstanding achievements in the promotion of the advancement of 
women in Canadian universities and colleges. 
 
Nominations for the award may be submitted by academic staff associations, status of women 
committees, or any other interested parties. The deadline for nominations is June 1, 2026.  
 
The nomination form and procedures are available on the CAUT website. Nominations will be reviewed 
by CAUT’s Equity Committee and recommendations will be forwarded to CAUT Council. The number 
and frequency of awards will be as the Committee and CAUT Council deem appropriate. Actively 
serving members of the CAUT Equity Committee or the CAUT Executive Committee are not eligible for 
the award. 
 
 

 

https://www.caut.ca/awards-scholarships/sarah-shorten-award/

