
 
 

 
 
 
Important Updates from SWDEAC – June 2026 

 
(1) Mary Lou Dietz Equity Leadership Award Reception held May 27, 2026 
 

 
Honouring champion of equity: Nikki Lorenz, daughter of Mary Lou Dietz and WUFA President, 
Pierre Boulos flank Mary Lou Dietz Equity Leadership Award recipient, Sean Horton. 
 
Friends and colleagues came together on Wednesday, May 27th, to honour Dr. Sean Horton, the 
2026 recipient of the Mary Lou Dietz Equity Leadership Award. 
 
Dr. Sean Horton, professor in the Faculty of Human Kinetics, has been named the recipient of 
the 2026 Mary Lou Dietz Equity Leadership Award for his sustained leadership in developing 
and implementing innovative, evidence-informed practices that advance inclusivity, diversity, 
equity, and accessibility (IDEA) at the University of Windsor, throughout our region, across 
Canada, and globally. Dr. Horton’s leadership aims to reduce systemic biases, change cultural 
norms, and enable positive structural transformation. In addition to his multifaceted advocacy 
in academia, his community engagement is characterized by longevity, respect for human 



dignity, reciprocity, and measurable impact – building strong relationships between the 
University of Windsor and the public that promote accessibility, challenge stigma, and foster 
inclusive participation in health, sport, and society across the human lifespan. 
 
The award was established by the Windsor University Faculty Association’s Status of Women, 
Diversity and Equity Action Committee in memory of Mary Lou Dietz — a late UWindsor faculty 
member and former head of the Department of Sociology, Anthropology, and Criminology. It 
honours members who demonstrate the spirit of leadership through their contributions to 
creating an equity culture on campus. 

 

 
 

Special thanks to the members of the Mary Lou Dietz Equity Leadership Award Committee 
From left: Rong Luo, Shuzhen Zhao, Natalie Bownes, Sean Horton (recipient), Michael Potter 
(Committee members missing from photo: Catherine Vanner (Chair), Zareen Amtul, Azadeh 
Babaghaderi) 
 



 
From left: Nikki Lorenz, daughter of Mary Lou Dietz, Sean Horton (recipient), Pierre Boulos 
(WUFA President), Paula van Wyk (nominator) 
 

The SWDEAC wishes you and your family a happy and safe summer.  
See you again in the Fall! 


