
April 6, 2020 
 
Dear WUFA members, 
 
As you may be aware, the student unions have initiated a petition requesting greater flexibility in 
grading options than those that have been announced by the Provost. Please see the attached 
Statement from UWSA President Jeremiah Bowers for more information. 
 
WUFA has not taken a position in support of the petition. There are a number of reasons why our 
Executive elected not to support the petition, one of which is grounded in academic freedom. It is 
WUFA’s position that course instructors are best positioned to determine whether additional grading 
options are appropriate and have the academic freedom right to implement them when appropriate. 
Nevertheless, keeping in mind the heightened levels of anxiety and stress that all of us are under and 
the additional workload created by the move to online instruction, please give some thought to UWSA’s 
concerns and, only where it is academically appropriate to the course(s) you are teaching, please 
consider using your academic freedom to provide other grading options to students. 
 
Best, 
 
Peter Zimmerman 
President, Windsor University Faculty Association 
 


